[DiGeorge syndrome/velcardiofacial syndrome: oral and maxillofacial surgery].
The DiGeorge syndrome/velocardiofacial syndrome is the most frequent chromosomal microdeletion syndrome. Partial deletion of chromosome 22q11 may lead to symptoms including facial dysmorphy, hypoparathyroidism, thymic aplasia, congenital heart disease, developmental retardation, and disturbance of speech development. According to the literature, 9% of patients have cleft palate, an additional 5% have a submucosal cleft, and a total of 32% show velopharyngeal insufficiency. We studied 64 children with a cleft, or with delayed speech development and a submucosal or occult cleft, for the presence of the 22q11deletion using fluorescent in situ hybridisation. Five patients had the 22q11 deletion. We conclude that patients presenting with nasal speech and additional anomalies should all be studied for the presence of submucosal or occult clefting and for the presence of the DiGeorge syndrome/velocardiofacial syndrome.